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By Mike Finney
Delaware State News

DOVER — The Downtown Dover 
Partnership continues to reach out 
to the community, as it seeks solu-
tions for parking issues.

Residents are invited to attend 
an open house Wednesday from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Dover Public 
Library to review the progress of 
the parking planning to date, ask 
questions and provide input. No 
registration is required, and the 
meeting is open to all.

DDP has been working with Co-
lonial Parking and Dover citizens 
since November to develop a con-
venient and effective solution to 

downtown parking.
The public process has resulted 

in a proposed solution, still in draft 
form, which involves a combination 
of free and paid parking, flexible 
time frames and parking locations, 
and new amenities like bike racks 
and charging stations.

“We are nearing the end of the 
design/development phase for the 
parking solution, which nicely coin-
cides with proposed development 
of a master plan for downtown,” 
said Diane Laird, executive direc-
tor of DDP. “We currently have a 
request for proposals out, in which 
we are seeking the most qualified 
vendor to provide a path forward to 

capitalize on central Dover’s assets, 
encourage new commercial and res-
idential investment and to spur the 
local economy.

“Convenient and efficient park-
ing is an integral part of a well-
planned downtown corridor.”

Individuals interested in seeing 
the details of the proposed solu-
tions — including a projected time-
line, meeting minutes and presen-
tations to date — can visit tinyurl.
com/doverparkingsolutions.

“No date has been selected to im-
plement the parking solution once 
the plan is finalized,” said Todd Sto-
nesifer, DDP board president. “But 
it is important to be ready with the 

solution as soon as the conditions 
suggest that the time is right.”

These conditions could include 
additional business openings and a
return to increased visitation to the 
capital city by tourists, as well as re-
development, including additional
market-rate residential opportuni-
ties that would feed an “open after 
5” retail and restaurant district.

In addition to Wednesday’s
event, the DDP Parking Committee 
meets the third Wednesday of every
month at noon. Meeting agendas 
and location are available on the
city of Dover website.

Staff writer Mike Finney can be reached 
at 741-8230 or mfinney@iniusa.org.

DDP reaches out to community on city parking issues

DOVER BASE PERFORMS DIGNIFIED TRANSFER

U.S. Air Force photo/Jason Minto
A U.S. Air Force carry team transfers the remains of Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Tresse Z. King of Raeford, North Carolina, on Friday at Dover Air Force Base. Chief Master Sgt. 
King was assigned to the 96th Force Support Squadron, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida.

By Matthew Barakat
Associated Press

McLEAN, Va. — It came as a sur-
prise to Mottrom Drive resident 
Beau Fitzpatrick that he lives on a 
street named for a Confederate sol-
dier.

“Really? I always assumed it was 
named for an apple, or apple juice,” 
he said, referring to the Mott’s 
brand of apple products.

In fact the street in McLean, Vir-
ginia, not far from the nation’s cap-
ital, is named for Mottrom Dulany 
Ball, a captain in the Fairfax cavalry 
who was among the first Confed-
erate officers taken prisoner in the 
Civil War. He became a Republican 
after the war and later a founding 
father of Alaska.

Mottrom Drive is among scores 
of side streets identified last year 
by a Fairfax County commission 

tasked with ferreting out forgotten 
names of the Confederacy. North-
ern Virginia, which saw some of the 
biggest battles of the Civil War and 
for decades was an indisputable 
part of the South, is now one of the 
wealthiest regions in the country 
with waning ties to its Southern 
roots.

As such, it has been swifter than 
other spots in the South to rid itself 
of Confederate names and memori-
als that dominated the region. A da-
tabase maintained by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center shows nearly 
2,300 roads, schools and monu-
ments linked to the Confederacy 
spread across 23 states. In recent 
years, fewer than 400 have been re-
moved or renamed.

In northern Virginia, the trend 
began in 2017, several years be-
fore the most recent wave of name 

changes. Fairfax County’s former 
J.E.B. Stuart High School — named 
after the Confederate general — is 
now called Justice High.

Fairfax and Loudoun coun-
ties are also continuing to pursue 
changes for names of major high-
ways running through their territo-
ry. In Fairfax, the effort is focused 
on Lee Highway and on Lee-Jack-
son Highway, which are named for 
generals Robert E. Lee and Stone-
wall Jackson. Loudoun County so-
licited the public for new names for 
John Mosby Highway, named for 
a Confederate cavalry command-
er who conducted raids through-
out northern Virginia, as well as 
Harry Byrd Highway, named after 
a 20th century politician who led 
the state’s massive resistance cam-
paign against federal demands to 

desegregate public schools.
But the counties are taking a dif-

ferent approach to the many side
streets in the region that also car-
ry Confederate names, both well 
known and long forgotten.

Fairfax is leaving it up to resi-
dents to seek a name change on
those streets identified by its histo-
ry commission. So far, not a single
street has come forward with a pe-
tition to do so.

Jeff McKay, chairman of the Fair-
fax County Board of Supervisors, 
said he doesn’t see the inaction as
an endorsement of the Confederacy.

“We’ve raised awareness about
where these streets are, and we’re 
leaving it up to the petition pro-
cess” to allow those who are moti-
vated to press for a change, he said.

Virginia contends with Confederate names on side streets


