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DOVER — Mosaic Development 
Partners has been chosen by the 
board of directors of the Downtown 
Dover Partnership to create a stra-
tegic master plan for the city’s cen-
tral business district.

Community input will be coupled 
with market data and consideration 
of local assets and opportunities, 
including residential and workforce 
initiatives, to build a plan to trans-
form central Dover into a thriving 
business district by 2030, a news re-
lease stated.

Mosaic was chosen as a result of 
a comprehensive selection process 
over the last five months, which in-
cluded a team of community stake-
holders representing DDP, the city, 
multiple public and nonprofit agen-
cies, and Dover’s three delegates to 
the state legislature.

Seven teams responded to the 
request for proposals that DDP is-
sued in late June. After three short-
listed teams were reviewed, Mosaic 
was selected.

“We are excited to begin working 
with the DDP and a broad array of 
members of the Dover communi-
ty to develop a realistic, inclusive, 
and viable plan,” said Greg Reaves, 
principal of Mosaic.

The firm is currently involved in 
the development of the final phase 
of the Philadelphia Navy Yard, a 
109-acre, $2.5 billion mixed-use 
project, as well as Cheyney Univer-
sity, a 200-acre multiphase master 
plan, and Wilberforce University, a 
200-acre campus redevelopment.

Mosaic has strong experience 
working in diverse neighborhoods 
with challenges similar to Dover’s.

“Each of the three short-listed 
candidate teams brought unique 
strengths,” said Todd Stonesifer, 
DDP board president and lifelong 
Dover resident. “But the review 
panel unanimously agreed that Mo-
saic was best qualified to not only 
engage a team of professionals fa-
miliar with the region but also to 
move the resulting plan seamless-
ly into implementation, including 
helping the DDP to secure funding 
and possibly bring investors to be-
gin the redevelopment of key down-
town sites.”

The target area for the plan is 
Loockerman Street and adjacent 
neighborhoods, and it will take into 
consideration development nodes 
within the 250-acre Downtown De-

velopment District.
This section is also designated 

a “Qualified Opportunity Zone,” 
indicating that it is a high-priority 
target area for redevelopment and 
reinvestment. Delaware State Uni-
versity and DDP representatives 
have begun meeting regularly to 
ensure coordination of planning ef-
forts, considering the recent acqui-
sition of the former Wesley College 
campus by DSU and opportuni-
ties for a stronger college presence 
downtown.

During a six- to eight-month 
time, Mosaic will work with DDP 
to engage public and private stake-
holders in the Dover community to 
build and deliver the master plan.

To create the plan, Mosaic has 
convened a team of experts in com-
munity and urban development.

This includes Bernardon, a firm 
offering architecture and design; 
Econsult Solutions, providing ex-
pertise in market research and anal-
ysis; Kimley-Horn, planning and de-
sign consultants; and Connect the 
Dots Insights, which will work with 
local stakeholders to gain ideas, vi-
sion and buy-in.

The project is targeted to launch 
in January and be completed within 
about eight months.

“DDP partners believe the time 
is ideal to develop this plan, par-
ticularly because we are beginning 
to see Post-COVID trends that are 
affecting how and where people 
live and work,” said Diane Laird, 
DDP executive director. “This kind 
of plan has the potential to bring 
investment for mixed-use develop-
ment, including multi-income resi-
dential units. A city filled with ... a 
critical mass of retailers and restau-
rants, and activities attractive to 
millennials and people of all ages 
will support an ‘after five’ environ-
ment that is reflected in thriving 
small cities around the nation.”

Dover legislators Sen. Trey Pa-
radee and Reps. Andria Bennett 
and Bill Bush have shown support 
for this plan and have participated 
in the review of interested vendors.

“As a lifelong resident of Dover, I 
remember shopping downtown as a 
kid,” Sen. Paradee said. “We need to 
take this snapshot in time to look 
comprehensively at downtown and 
put a plan together that will capital-
ize on Dover’s assets and potential, 
not to bring back ‘what was’ but to 
usher in a new day for downtown.”

Firm selected to develop 
strategic master plan 
for downtown Dover By Craig Anderson
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GEORGETOWN — A 40-year-
old man indicted in connection 
with the death of a child whose 
remains were found in Smyrna in 
2019 was released from incarcer-
ation Tuesday, according to Del-
aware VINE, a website that mon-
itors custody status and criminal 
case information.

Brandon L. Haas had been in 
custody since Dec. 1 on a breach 
of release violation. He was being 
held at Sussex Correctional Insti-
tution in default of a $26,000 cash 
bond, according to a court docket.

Mr. Haas and his wife Kristie L. 
Haas were arrested after Emma 
Grace Cole’s remains were discov-
ered at the Smyrna-Clayton Lit-
tle Lass Softball field on Sept. 13, 
2019.  Ms. Haas was the child’s bi-
ological mother and Mr. Haas was 
her stepfather.

Also, on May 4, Mr. Haas was 
taken into a custody after a breach 
of release warrant request and lat-
er released. He is currently under 
supervised custody, according to 

Delaware VINE.
Mr. Haas has been charged with

six counts of endangering the wel-
fare of a child, child abuse and hin-
dering prosecution. He has plead-
ed not guilty to all charges. The
Delaware Department of Justice
has said he could face a maximum
of 45 years in prison.

Ms. Haas, who also pleaded not 
guilty, is facing the potential of 
life in prison for charges including
murder by abuse (two counts), 
second-degree assault, first-de-
gree child abuse, hindering prose-
cution, reckless burning, abuse of 
a corpse, and endangering the wel-
fare of a child (six counts). She is
being held at Baylor Women’s Cor-
rectional Institution on a $200,000
cash bail.

The trial of the co-defendants is
scheduled to start on Sept. 6, 2022.
It is expected to be a two-to three-
week proceeding, the docket said.
A backup trial date is set for Dec.
5, 2022.
Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached

at 741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. Fol-
low @DSNAnderson on Twitter.

Haas out of prison after 
breach of release violation

False statement arrest  
made in Seaford 

SEAFORD — A 43-year-old Sea-
ford man was arrested for making 
a false statement during the pur-
chase of a firearm.

Delaware State Police said that 
on Monday at 3:58 p.m., troopers 
responded to a residence in the 
27000 block of Hollyhock Lane, 
in reference to a domestic distur-
bance. During the investigation, 
police said that Urundi Harris in-
dicated he had recently purchased 
a firearm.

It was determined that Mr. Har-
ris is a person prohibited from pur-
chasing, possessing and owning a 
firearm, police said. With the assis-
tance of the Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms Task Force and State 
Bureau of Identification, it was 
discovered Mr. Harris had falsified 
his paperwork when purchasing 
the firearm, authorities said.

The investigation concluded 
Tuesday when Mr. Harris was tak-
en into custody at a residence in 
Seaford. A search warrant of the 
residence was executed, and the il-
legally purchased handgun was re-
covered along with five magazines 
and ammunition, police said.

Mr. Harris was charged with 
intentionally making false oral or 
written statements intended or 
likely to deceive the licensee in 
purchase of a firearm. He was ar-
raigned in Justice of the Peace 
Court 2 and released on his own 
recognizance.

Georgetown police  
investigate shootings

GEORGETOWN — A man suf-
fered a non-life-threatening gun-
shot wound while chasing a sus-
pected shooter Tuesday.

Georgetown police interim 
chief Ralph Holm said the man 
and others were chasing a suspect 
who had fired into a vehicle before 

entering his vehicle in the area
of East Laurel and North Race
streets. The man fired shots while 
being chased, police said.

The suspect entered his vehi-
cle and drove away from the area, 
last seen traveling northbound 
on North Bedford Street. George-
town Police are looking for the ve-
hicle described as a maroon pick-
up truck, crew-cab style, with an
aftermarket LED brake light un-
der the tailgate, possibly display-
ing Maryland registration.

In another shooting believed
to be unrelated, a person fired a 
single shot during an altercation. 
Both combatants left the area and
no injuries were reported.

The shooter left the area in a 
black sedan, possibly a Honda of
unknown registration. 

Police asked anyone with infor-
mation on either of the incidents
to call 302-856-6613.

Officials: Newark restaurant 
fire intentionally set

NEWARK (AP) — Fire inves-
tigators in Delaware have deter-
mined that a fire that damaged a 
Newark restaurant last month was 
intentionally set.

The Delaware State Fire Mar-
shal’s office announced Tuesday
that the investigators are conduct-
ing a criminal investigation to find
those responsible for the blaze at 
Miller’s Ale House on Nov. 24. A
surveillance camera caught a sus-
pect on the property before and 
during the fire, officials said. 

The fire was reported around 
5:30 a.m. and when firefighters ar-
rived at the restaurant in Center 
Pointe Plaza, flames were visible 
on the front of the building. 

The restaurant was closed when
the fire began and no injuries were 
reported. Damage was estimated
at $50,000.
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Maryland board OKs regulation to let some schools drop masks
BALTIMORE (AP) — Maryland’s Board of Education passed a reg-

ulation Tuesday that would lead to dropping mask mandates in public 
schools if certain criteria are met.

The board approved an emergency regulation with a 12-1 vote, news 
outlets reported. School districts could drop the mandate if 80% of stu-
dents and staff in a school are fully vaccinated or if 80% of a county’s or 
city’s population is fully vaccinated. A district could also drop the man-
date if the coronavirus transmission rate is in the low or moderate range 
for 14 days.

Currently, anyone in a Maryland public school must wear a mask under 
a regulation that took effect in September.

The regulation will go to the General Assembly’s Joint Committee on 
Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review for final approval. It’s 
not clear when the committee would discuss the matter.
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